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Good Gear
Roll on, Rohloff
Thorn Raven Tour £1199

By X-Sack
Do you get the urge to chop down
whole forests, build intricate life size
models of the space shuttle and
perform complex micro surgery on
vital organs when you’re in the
wilds. Yeah; same here. Check out
this cute little clipper.

Nothing knots my rope more than
the current brand of hikers who head
into the wilderness carrying as little
as possible. These guys and gals just
have no idea of what being ‘into the
outdoors’ is all about. In fact they
diss us dedicated enthusiasts just by

their presence. They carry a tarp
where there should be a tent, a wet
wipe when the case for spare undies
is obvious and a sawn off blade in
the place reserved for a Wenger
Giant Knife.

At just £495 this Swiss Army
beaut will add big time bling to any
pack and has enough gadgets for
you to knock up a small housing
estate as an overnight camp in the
hills. And who bothers counting the
ounces when you get 3 corkscrews,
cigar cutting scissors and a golf
reamer as standard gadgets.

Weighing in at just under 3lb and

with a pack size comparable to a
hard back novel you get 85 different
gadgets with 109 features and
functions. This of course means
when all those weight conscious
plonkers are twiddling with their red
socks you can be hollowing out a
fleet of canoes, crafting life size
models of the Eiffel Tower,
performing amputations and life
saving heart surgery and fixing any
downed aircraft in the vicinity.

And hey, who’s got the smartest
army in the World? They stay neutral
and sell us knives big enough to
break our backs. Cool

Listen up dudes and respect the
bling in your pack, and Ray Mears,
you can stick your little multi tool
where the mushrooms might grow. 

01539 721032
www.wenger-knife.ch 

If you’re considering a long distance
or adventurous cycle expedition,
such as the Pamir Highway trip
featured on page 64 of this issue, a
bicycle designed expressly for that
purpose is worth looking at seriously.
Whilst a mountain bike can be
tweaked to do the job, an adventure
tourer has the details to make it that
much more enjoyable. Thorn are
known for producing bomb-proof
touring bikes that’ll take you to the
ends of the earth, and will probably
outlive you too. The Raven Tour
comes with pannier racks on the
front and rear, with superb load
carrying capability, v-brakes for
stopping power and front and rear
mudguards as standard. The clever
bit, though, and what really sets it

apart, is the drive train. The
Raven Tour comes with an
internal hub gear by Rohloff,
meaning minimal maintenance,
reduced chain wear, a single
gear changer, rather than the
two you normally get, and the
whole spectrum of 14 gears are
fully useable, with easy slick
changes. What’s more, Rohloff
have quoted zero failures in normal
use of their hub gear. In short, the
Rohloff means there’s much less to
go wrong and fix on the trail. The
ride is smooth and quiet, even during
the infamous lengthy bedding-in
process of the Rohloff, but the best
thing is that whilst this bike will
happily transport you and all your
worldly belongings to Timbuktu, it’ll

also potter around the lanes, and see
you to work every day as well. Thorn
will custom fit any of their bikes so
you’re sure to get one just right for
your comfort, and there’s a 100 day

money back guarantee if you’re not
delighted. An excellent all rounder,
for adventures and more.
www.thorncycles.co.uk  
Tel: 01278 441500
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